
K2 | Sunday, August 15, 2021 | Real Estate, an Advertising Feature of the ABCD and SFChronicle.com

REAL ESTATE

A:OfMillennialswhopurchase
homes, 33% say the decision to buy
was prompted by the presence of or
desire to adopt a pet. That outstrips
thosewho bought homes because of
amarriage (25%) and thosewho
bought to accommodate children
(19%), according to a survey con-
ducted byHarris Poll on behalf of
SunTrustMortgage

Homebuyers really do take into
consideration their petswhende-
ciding to purchase a home.Often,
condominiumshave a pet limit and
size restriction, thus a homebuyer
would not opt to purchase a condo
should that be the case, andwould
bemore likely to purchase a home
which is not governed by anHOA.

Homebuyers consider their pets
part of the family, sowhen it comes
to purchasing a home, theywill give
their Realtor certain criteria that
fits both their needs and those of
their pets.

Here are a few examples of the
sorts of amenities dog ownersmay
seek: a fenced in yard is number
one; theywant to be sure Fido is
safe from escape. Sidewalksmight
be a consideration, sowhen it is
time towalk the dog, there is a safe
place towalk for both the canine
andhis/her owner. Other pluses
might include beingwithin close
proximity to a park, pet stores, a pet
hospital and/or groomer.

All of these amenities are not so
different thenwhen a home buyer
is purchasing a homewith their
family— the amenities are similar
to thosewhohave children.

DebbiDiMaggio,HighlandPartners,
510-414-6777, debbidimaggio@gmail.com.

ASK A REALTOR

What role do a buyer’s pets play
in the homebuying process?

A: The pets buyers have play a big
part in their decisions on where to
buy a home and what type of
home they want to buy. According
to the American veterinary Medi-
cal Association, nearly 57% of U.S.
households own at least one pet.

Pet ownership appears to be
influencing home buying deci-
sions, with nearly 90% of pet own-
ers saying that their animals’
needs were important or very
important in their home search
process. A full 75% said they’d
pass on their dream home if it
didn’t meet their pet’s needs.

Location is always important to
homebuyers; for example, parents
with kids look for homes in good
school districts and access to
parks.

Pet owners, however, are more
interested in communities that
welcome pets by having fenced in
yards, nearby dog parks and prox-
imity to pet stores and veterinari-
ans. A home with a decent-sized
yard is usually a “must have” for
dog owners. Home buyers with
older pets will likely be looking for
homes that their pets can navigate
on their own, like a single-story
home with ground level entry-
ways.

As a Realtor, I will typically ask
my home buyer clients if they have
pets, and if so, what kind of pets. I
know this can often influence the
location and type of home that will
work for them.

Jeff LaMont, Coldwell Banker,
650-740-8808, jeff@jefflamont.com.

.

A: As proud Dog Dads ourselves
of the best-ever real estate super
dog Raffi (who you can meet at
our open houses), taking pets
into account when looking for a
new home can be deal breakers.
Just as many folks will have
children (actual or future) in
mind when home buying, so will
people with pets.

This is a trend to stay. The
pandemic placed a renewed em-
phasis on having multi-legged
companions at home — as pan-
demic puppies become family
members, they’ll influence hous-
ing preferences for years to
come.

If a condominium is being
considered, we’ll need to see if
an HOA limits the number,
weight, and type of pet per unit,
which is common.

Many newer developments,
however, will tout dog baths and
dog runs — woof.

What else do animal lovers
look for? If a home has a yard,
proximity to parks/dog parks
and pet food shops — the basics.

We’ll also be on the lookout
for pet-friendly neighbors and, if
a property is in a multi-unit
building with other animals on-
site, a pre-offer doggy meet-and-
greet may not sound as far-
fetched as it once did.
Kevin Ho, Jonathan McNarry (and Raffi

McNarry-Ho), Vanguard Properties,
415-297-7462,

kevin@kevinandjonathan.com,
jonathan@kevinandjonathan.com.
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WASHINGTON—
Mortgage rates rose this
week for the first time
after six weeks of de-
clines amid signs of
strong economic recov-
ery.

Average rates for home
loans remain historically
low, however, at under
3%.

Mortgage buyer Fred-
dieMac reported Thurs-
day that the average for
the 30-yearmortgage
jumped to 2.87% from
2.77% last week. The
benchmark rate, which
reached a peak this year
of 3.18% inApril, stood at
2.96% a year ago.

The rate for a 15-year
loan, a popular option
among homeowners
refinancing their mort-
gages, increased to 2.15%
from 2.10%.

Uncertainty over the
fast-spreading delta coro-
navirus variant and its
potential effect on the
economic recovery had

been a backdrop in recent
weeks suppressingmort-
gage rates.

Last Friday the govern-
ment reported that U.S
employers added 943,000
jobs in July and drove the
unemployment rate down
to 5.4%. That was another
sign that the economy is
bouncing backwith sur-
prising vigor fromCO-
VID-19, and it appeared
to provide a lift tomort-
gage rates.

Still, there is growing
fear that the delta variant
will set back the recovery.
Theworry is that the
resurgent virus could
discourage people from
going out and spending
and trigger another
round of shutdowns or
other restrictions.

The Labor Department
collected its data for the
employment report in
mid-July before the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention recom-
mended that even vacci-
nated people resume
wearingmasks indoors.

Mortgage rates up
after 6-week decline;
30-year at 2.87%
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